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 Upcoming Events Overview 2010 

  Iôd like to talk to you 

about a few opportunities 

to get a little more in-

volved with your Colo-

rado Springs Council; 

no, wait ï donôt hang up!   

Seriously, those that 

serve in some capacity find it incredibly 

satisfying to work solely for the benefit of 

others, even if it is in one of the available 

council jobs that only take about an hour a 

month.  Those that serve in some way, find 

a level of camaraderie and satisfaction that 

we missed out on when our only goal was to 

figure out if there was anything good on 

TV. 

Here are a few examples of open positions 

that need someone like you to fill: 

 

¶ Sea Cadets: positions are available in 

both units for adult participation.  Do 

some recruiting - talk up the program 

with teens you know. You might first 

want to brief yourself on the pro-

reading about their activities in Seapower, or 

visiting our own website at /

www.navyleague-coloradosprings.org. 

 

¶ Volunteer at the council level. Help 

your council on an ongoing basis by as-

sisting the Programs, Membership, or 

Youth Vice Presidents in their jobs; they 

would welcome the help.  Sign up to be 

our Secretary ï the only job requirement 

here is to be willing to help.   Volunteer 

to assist only on one specific social func-

tion ï your help is needed for the Sep-

tember Dinner, October Navy Ball, Vet-

eranôs Day, or the December Army/Navy 

TV party.  

In short ï raise your hand, and weôll find 

something that fits your talents and avail-

able time.         Dick Cooper, President, 

Colorado Springs Council, NLUS 

July 10- Navy CCPO Picnic 1200-1600 AFA ( Inside Pg. 7 )  

Aug Sky Sox Game for all Navy League Council families- ( TBD )  

Sep Navy League Council Dinner ( TBD )  

Oct 1  Navy Ball ( Antlers Hotel ) Details forthcoming! 

Oct 2 USN vs. USAFA Football ( Col. Springs ) Go Navy! 

Oct 19-24 Navy League U.S. Conference, Jacksonville, FL 

Dec 11 Navy vs. Army Football Beat Army  Party 
Roy Bebee, Editor 

The Halyards 
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A SALUTE TO OUR NL COUNCIL WEBMASTER 
EMERITUSñEd Sommerfield  

     Edward Sommerfield has a communications and com-
puter engineering career that has spanned more than sixty 
years. 
     Edôs military stint began in Brooklyn, NY.  Following his 
graduation from high school during WWII (in August, 
1944) he enlisted in the Navyôs V6 program.  He com-
pleted V6 (Radar) training in 1945 at the Naval Research 
Labs, as a RADAR and SONAR technician.  In 1950 he 
transitioned to the Naval Reserves. 
     Following his wartime service, Ed continued his exper-
tise with radar and early computer development. He dem-
onstrated significant proficiencies with Radar installation, 
operation and maintenance with the FAA.  After a few 
years with the FAA, he was employed by IBM where he 
remained for 27 years.  While learning numerous com-
puter languages, he designed and built tools to test the 
IBM PC components, and received numerous awards for 
inventions, patents and published works. 
     Ed is also known for the many years of volunteer and 
community service.  Among these included work with 
(National Disaster Medical Emergency Operating Center), 
Castle Point, NY where he helped design and implement 
TRANSAID a computer-based system NDMS (National Dis-
aster Medical System) for tracking casualties, available 
hospital beds, personnel and vehicles to aid Disaster 
Transportation Officers.  
     Other community service projects included being a 
data processing consultant to schools and other non-profit 
organizations as well as ten years a an Official Cooperative 
Weather Observer for NOAA. 
    Ed is married to Susan and reside in Colorado Springs.  
They have three children and seven great grandchildren. 
     

Married in 1973, Ed is shown here 

with his wife, Susan. 

Ed is standing in front of the FAA Enroute 

Radar antenna at Washington National 

Airport in 1952.  This is the radar 

that detected UFOs in 1952. Thanks Ed, for your good work with the 

Colorado Springs Council Web  Site! 
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The sanctity of 

our battlefields, 

monuments, 

and veterans 

institutions is of 

utmost impor-

tance to pre-

serve military 

history and pay 

respect to those 

who fought.  
     Henry Waxman  

National Board of Directorôs Meeting 

 
     The 2010 Board of Directorsô Meeting was 

held June 2-4 at the Westin Arlington Gateway 

Hotel in Arlington, VA.  The meeting kicked off 

with a wonderful Welcome Aboard Reception 

hosted by Chairman Jim Offutt and members of 

the Mid-Atlantic Region at the Army-Navy Coun-

try Club.    

  We were honored to have several speakers from 

local military and government organizations at 

this yearôs meeting.  Serving on the Sea Services 

Panel Luncheon were: Mr. Orlando Gotay, the 

Maritime Administrationôs Senior Advisor for 

Maritime Policy; Rear Admiral Karl Schultz, 

USCG, Director of Governmental and Public Af-

fairs; Major General Timothy Hanifen, USMC, 

Deputy Commanding General, Marine Corps 

Combat Development Command; and Rear Admi-

ral Michael Miller, USN, Chief of Legislative Af-

fairs.  Additionally, Major General Bob Schmidle, 

USMC, spoke at the Marine Corps Affairs-Active/

Reserve/Recruiting Committee meeting. The 

highlight of the meeting was the keynote address 

at the Board meeting dinner from the new Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Robert 

Papp, USCG.  This was one of the Commandantôs 

first speaking engagement since assuming com-

mand on May 25th and we were delighted to have 

him with us. 

    Also of note was the presentation of the Nicho-

las Brango Award for Inspirational Leadership to 

Lieutenant Commander Yancey Black of the Na-

val Sea Cadet Corps.  Thank you to those National 

Directors and members who attended this meeting 

following the Memorial Day weekend.  Please 

plan now to attend the 2010 National Convention 

in Jacksonville, FL, October 20-24 at the Hyatt 

Regency Jacksonville Riverfront Hotel.  Details 

and online registration will be available on the 

Navy League web site shortly.  

    Initiatives and best practices discussed at the 

BOD Meeting include:    

   *Partnerships are an effective method for re-

building councils.  The Propeller Club partnership 

announced by President Dan Branch in May is an 

example.  During the International Affairs 

Committee meeting, a presentation on the 

subject was given to attendees; please feel 

free to contact Bill Waylett for a copy. 

    Another important partnership tool is the 

Community Service Organization (CSOP) 

presentation, which also provides methods for 

partnering in your community.  

    The importance of community service can-

not be emphasized enough.          

   Youth programs and scholarships/awards 

are examples of community service activities. 

Navy Weeks are held in inland cities to pro-

mote awareness of the Navy.  Councils should 

participate in Navy Weeks, which are listed 

at:  

        http://www.navyweek.org/. The Marine 

Corps has just started Marine Corps weeks.  

Navy League presentations to Kiwanis, Ro-

tary and other service clubs can lead to part-

ners for community service activities and 

Community Affiliate member Council Part-

nership Guide and Workshop was presented; 

the guide is posted on our website at 

w w w . n a v y l e a g u e . o r g / c o u n c i l s /

council_guides.php   

    Council leaders should be preparing Coun-

cil goals and plans to achieve these         

goals.  A workshop is available to assist you 

in this task.  For more information on any of 

these initiatives, please contact Bill Waylett, 

wwaylett@navyleague.org.   

                                  Authored by: Bill Waylett 

Photo:  Bill MarshallðRocky Mountain Regional President   

Dan Branch,  NLUS National President                               

Richard (Dick) Cooper, Colorado Springs Council, President 

REPORT 

NAVY LEAGUE U.S. 

NATIONAL BOARD  



     On the southeast corner of Colo-
rado Springs Memorial Park there is 
a large war Memorial dedicated to all 
military services. Surrounding the 
main memorial there are small monu-
ments to the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force, the Coast Guard, the subma-
rine service and numerous others but 
at present there is no memorial to the 
United States Marine Corps! The 
Pike's Peak Detachment of the Ma-
rine Corps League is attempting to 
rectify this situation. We have com-
pleted the design, approve an artist 
rendering of which is attached. The 
design has been approved by the 
Park Board and we have selected 
Matthews International of Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania to build the monument 
for us. Hammers Construction Com-
pany of Colorado Springs will install 
the monument and build appropriate 
pathways to and around it. 
     The monument will consist of a 
four foot high and four foot wide ruby 
red granite trapezoid mounted on a 
jet black granite base. On each of the 
four sides of the trapezoid will be 
bronze plaques depicting significant 

events in the history of the Marine 
Corps. On top of the granite trapezoid 
will be a full round cast bronze Marine 
Corps insignia approximately 3 feet in 
diameter. The completed monument 
will be approximately 7 1/2 feet high 
and will weigh approximately 5 tons. 
The estimated cost of the monument 
fully installed with all necessary walk-
ways etc. will be in the neighborhood 
of $75,000. This is our fundraising 
goal. At the present time we have ap-
proximately $30,000 "in the bank" and 
another $10,000 "in the mail".  We ex-
pect to sign contracts prior to July 4 
and hope to have the monument 
ready for dedication on November 10 
of this year which is the Marine Corps 
birthday. We would appreciate any 
financial assistance that we can re-
ceive from the Navy League. Dona-
tions should be made out to "Marine 
Corps Monument Fund" and mailed 
to:  
Edward Aubrey 
710 Manitou Blvd.                                                                                  
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
For questions contact Ed at     
(719) 636-5065  

 

New USMC Monument Planned for Memorial Park 
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If our country is 

worth dying for in 

time of war, let us 

Resolve that it is 

truly worth living 

for in time of 

peace. 

Hamilton Fish 
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NEW VA CEMETERY  
(UPDATEðabbreviated summation) 

El Paso County 

¶ The VA has officially declared its intent to build and  

      fund a new cemetery in southern Colorado.  

 

¶ Construction is done in phases and the first efforts in- 

      clude planning, design, construction contract bidding 

and award. This process can take about 3 years from 

site selection. 

 

¶ The cost for planning, design and phase one construc- 

      tion is roughly about $35M. Costs for subsequent    

phases depends on the actual construction needs. 

 

¶ The Department of Veterans Affairs has confirmed  

       that representatives from the National Cemetery Ad-

ministration and VAôs Office of Construction Man-

agement have screened several potential sites for a 

new national cemetery in southern Colorado, includ-

ing the Kane Ranch property in El Paso County.   Ac-

cording to the VA, the Kane Ranch is considered to be 

the ñleading potential siteò to serve veterans in this are 

area. 

¶ The VA is in the first stage of the site evaluation proc-

ess and has initiated a formal Environmental Assess-

ment (EA) of the Kane Ranch.  This process is ex-

pected to be complete in 4-6 months. 

¶ After the EA, assuming no showstoppers arise, the VA 

will start the land transfer process with El Paso County.  

This process would take an additional 6-9 months. 

¶ Before the VA makes a final site selection decision 

there will be an opportunity for citizen input through 

our VSO and cemetery groups. 

¶ After the land is acquired, VA puts out a contract for  

      design of the 10-yr. master plan for the cemetery con-

struction.  (4-6 mos. Estimate).   

 

¶ The new policies will provide a burial option to an add- 

       itional 500,000 Veterans and eligible family members, 

address client concerns in urban areas, and encourage 

new burial practices such as ñgreenò or eco-friendly 

burial methods. 

   Traditionally, the Navy League has spon-

sored a program to support transitioning 

sea service personnel and their families 

when they move into a community that in-

cluded a Navy League Council. This assis-

tance effort is called the Highline Pro-

gram and is described in the history below. 

    Navy Safe Harbor is a program created 

in 2005, headquartered in Washington, 

D.C., with Care Managers located through-

out the continental United States at major 

Medical Treatment Facilities. Navy Safe 

Harbor is the Navyôs lead organization for 

coordinating the non-medical care of 

wounded, ill and injured WWII Navy and 

Coast Guard sailors and their family mem- 

bers.  Navy Safe Harbor provides a lifetime of indi-

vidually tailored assistance designed to optimize 

success in recovery, rehabilitation, and reintegration 

activities.  As an extension of the non-medical care 

management support for seriously wounded, ill, and 

injured, Navy Safe Harbor Command has partnered 

with the Navy League, the Navy Reserve and other 

community-based organizations to establish the An-

chor Program.  The Anchor Program provides an 

opportunity for Navy Reservists, Retirees and con-

cerned citizens to provide volunteer mentorship and 

lifelong contact for Safe Harbor enrollees and their 

families as they transition out of the Navy and return 

to their permanent destination.   For more informa-

tion on participating, please see Council President,  

Richard Cooper. 
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MSG William J. Crawford  

 

     A World War II veteran 

and Medal of Honor recipi-

ent, Army Master Sgt. Wil-

liam John Crawford lived in 

Palmer Lake and is one of 

only 3,500 people to be a 

recipient of the Medal of 

Honor. 

     William J. Crawford was 

recognized for outstanding 

merit for actions taken 

above and beyond the call 

of duty in World War II. 

Crawford attacked and de- 

stroyed two machine gun 

nests facilitating his compa- 

ny's advance. Unfortunately, 

he was captured by the Ger-

mans and presumed dead by 

the U.S. Army.  He survived 

as a prisoner of war by 

finding strength in this 

verse from the New Tes-

tament, Romans 8:31, 

"If God be for us, who 

can be against us."  

   His father initially ac-

cepted the Medal of 

Honor on May 11, 1944, 

transferring it to Bill 

soon after his return to 

the U.S. Crawford was 

not personally presented 

the medal until 40 years 

later, May 30, 1984, at 

the U.S. Air Force 

Academy's commence-

ment by President 

Ronald Reagan. 

After his release from 

the German's in the 

spring of 1945, Private 

William Crawford was 

happy to be home, 

happy to be away from 

war, and for a time he 

was happy to be a civil-

ian. He returned to mod-

est accolades in his 

hometown, where he 

preferred to be just an-

other "ordinary" citizen. 

     He met and married 

Eileen, and began a fam-

ily that would eventually 

spread his love to two 

children of his own. 

He returned to military 

service, much of it as 

an Army recruiter in 

his home town of 

Pueblo, Colorado. 

     It was upon his re-

tirement that Bill 

Crawford built, with 

his own hands, a house 

in the small commu-

nity of Palmer Lake, 

Colorado.  From there 

it was a short commute 

to the Air Force Acad-

emy, where he per-

formed his duties as a 

janitor.  

     Everyone knew Bill 

and Eileen Crawford, 

and everyone who 

knew them came to 

love them. Few people 

ever knew however, 

the true measure of the 

man. Even in a com-

munity as small as 

Palmer Lake, most 

residents didn't know 

that the man who lived 

down the street was 

one of the great heroes 

of American history. 

Local Medal of  Honor Recipient ñ Bill Crawford 
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NATIONAL 

HONOR IS 

NATIONAL 

PROPERTY OF 

THE HIGHEST 

VALUE.  

 JAMES MONROE 
 

  FIRST INAUGURAL 
  ADDRESS 

  4 MARCH, 1817  

Colorado Springs Council of the Navy League is aware of the ongoing 

effort to build a suitable memorial to a local Medal of Honor recipient in 

Palmer Lake.  You are invited to keep up with the committeeôs progress 

by visiting the website: www.crawfordmemorial.org.   We are indebted 

to this site for the information on the Crawford MOH recipient above.  
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All Navy Council Members and their families are invited to attend the Rocky Mountain Navy 

CPOA ANNUAL SEA SERVICES PICNICðJuly 10, 2010 
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