Greater Austin Council

Navy League of the United States

Officers and Directors Meeting

November 18, 2009

Call to Order:   The meeting was called to order at the Red Lobster Restaurant, S. Lamar Street, Austin, TX by President Bruce Byron at 1208 hours.  A Quorum was present, consisting of Bruce Byron, Major Ron Lobato, Brian Colfack, Max Miller, Lee Hagan, Glenn Looney, Kathy Pillmore, Jeanie Coffey, Randy Patterson, Jack Mayo, James Brotherton, Ray Roark, and Steve Smith.

Minutes:  Minutes of the September 02, 2009 were reviewed and approved, upon motion by Ray Roark and second by Randy Patterson.

Treasurer’s Report:  Ray Roark reported that the UFCU account has been closed.  The Jones Memorial Fund is in two accounts at Frost Bank:  $5408.00 in a CD and $11,249.77 in savings, for a total of $16,657.77.  The Operating Fund total is $4,350.67.  Ray then distributed copies of the current financial statements for review and discussion.  Upon conclusion, It was moved by Randy Patterson and seconded by James Brotherton to accept the financial statements.  Approval was unanimous.

President’s Report:  President Bruce Byron reported that artist Bill Lacy had donated 25 Blue Angel’s prints to the council.  He suggested that they be listed on Ebay and that he will check on suggested internet prices.  He also suggested that we do a silent auction at our next dinner meeting of a framed print.

Bruce informed all that he is setting up a meeting with Austin’s new mayor, Lee Leffingwell, to request a Mayor’s Resolution requesting that another U.S. Navy ship be named the USS Austin.

The annual solicitation letter for donations to the Council was mailed out on November 12, 2009.

Max Miller reported that the Commanding Officer of the Navy Operations Support Center had agreed to make a presentation to the Council in February, 2010.

President Byron reminded all of the Annual Meeting on December 03, 2009 to vote on a slate of new officers for next year. Lehman High School will provide the Honor Guard.

Major Ron Lobato reported that this year’s Navy and Marine Corps Ball was very successful.  He also indicated that the University of Texas NROTC Program would be commissioning One Ensign, USN, and two 2ND LTS, USMC on December 18th, and invited all to attend the ceremony.

A discussion was held regarding conducting a luncheon to honor individual augmentees.  Max Miller and Randy Patterson are working on the details.

Kathy Pillmore reported that she is inquiring into establishing a PayPal account for the Council.

Officer Reports:

Vice President, Operations:  Lee Hagan reported that the Sea Cadets participated in a military reenactment at Camp Mabry.  He also informed all that Board Member, Steve Smith, was a featured speaker at this year’s Marine Corps Ball and that the Commanding Officer of the UT NROTC Unit (CAPT Mike Spence) spoke at a Veteran’s Day Ceremony.  Additionally, The NJROTC was adding a new local High School (Cedar Ridge) to the program.

President Elect:  Randy Patterson reported that there were no sales of our challenge coins at our last meeting.

Secretary:  Brian Colfack reported that our annual contribution to the Military Service’s Coalition of Austin would be coming due after the first of the year.  It was agreed that the Council would contribute $100.00.

Communications:  

Jeannie Coffey reported that she and Max Miller met with several members of the State Legislature.

Max Miller indicated that he has sent information to the IRS necessary for the Council’s official name change.

Glenn Looney reported that the National Convention went well.  The new Navy League President is Dan Branch from Boulder, Colorado.  The new President wants to emphasize financial health, education, and communications.  A subset of emphasis will be on membership.  He wishes to hold regional officers and council presidents accountable.  Jeannie Coffey and Max Miller were presented an award for their National Legislative Relations on behalf of the Navy League.

Bruce Byron congratulated Max and Jeannie on their award and commented that our Council ranks very favorably, nationally.  He acknowledged that it requires lots of hard work to be so honored.

Kathy Pillmore suggested that the Council obtain a speaker from the Stratfor Organization, Glenn Looney suggested that the speaker be George Friedman.

Adjournment:  There being no further business to conduct, upon motion by Jeannie Coffey and seconded by Randy Patterson, it was unanimously approved for adjournment at 1300 Hours.

Respectfully submitted:                                              Approved:

Brian Colfack, Secretary                                             Bruce Byron, President

