Bell Ceremony

February 14, 2008

Bells have a centuries-long tradition of varied use in the navies and merchant fleets of the world. They have been used for signaling, keeping time, and providing alarm. Their functional and ceremonial uses have made them a symbol of considerable significance to the United States Navy.

American ships of the Revolutionary War period and our early national years adopted many of the practices and traditions of the British Royal Navy, including the use of bells. In 1798, Paul Revere cast a bell weighing 242 pounds for the frigate Constitution, also known today by its nickname "Old Ironsides".

"IN DAYS PAST, TWO BELLS (toll two bells here) MARKED THE END OF THE ROUTINE DAY ABOARD A SHIP. IT WAS TIME FOR TATOO, AND SOON, TAPS WOULD SOUND THROUGHOUT THE SHIP. CERTAINLY, THIS IS A MOST APPROPRIATE TIME TO HONOR OUR DEPARTED SEA SERVICE SHIPMATES, THOSE FROM THE AUSTIN AREA WHO DIED IN 2007:

REV LOY DAVID ENGLAND, SR, CAPT, USN (RET)

(toll two bells here)

JEAN ANN NEMIR (toll two bells here)

DR STUART S. NEMIR (toll two bells here)

WILLIAM C. BROWN (toll two bells here)

DAVID R. WOMAK, JR, CDR, USN (RET)

(toll two bells here)

LEAH ELIZABETH LACY (toll two bells here)

ARTHUR R. WILLIAMS, GYSGT, USMC (RET)

(toll two bells here)

"THE TOLL OF THE SHIP'S BELL REMINDS US OF THE REVERENCE WE OWE TO OUR DEPARTED SHIPMATES;
(toll two bells here) 
TO THOSE WHO GUARD THE HONOR OF OUR COUNTRY.........UPON THE SEA........IN THE AIR........AND ON FOREIGN SOIL.
(toll two bells here) 
LET IT BE A REMINDER OF THE FAITH THEY CONFIDE IN US;
(toll two bells here) 
LET US WHO GATHER HERE NOT FORGET OUR OBLIGATIONS, AND BREATHE A SILENT PRAYER FOR OUR ABSENT SHIPMATES (10 SECOND PAUSE).
(toll two bells here) 
THIS MOMENT OF REVERENCE WE DEDICATE TO THE MEMORY OF OUR SHIPMATES WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US.  AMEN 
(toll two bells here) 
